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Listing of Claims: 

1 1 . (Currently amended) A door lock mechanism for a door comprising: 

2 a door handle configured to be moved movabl e f rom a rest position to an 

3 activated position bv a user thereof : 

4 a first bias spring biasing the door handle to return to the rest position; 

5 a lock button movable at least from an unlocked position to a locked position, 

6 wherein when the lock button is in the locked position an associated door lock 

7 mechanism is locked thereby preventing the door from being opened at least from an 

8 the-exterior of athe-vehicle.and wherein the lock button is configured such that when it 

9 is in an unlocked position the lock button is capable of inadvertently being moved to its 

1 0 locked position by a t-l oost t he operation of the door handle; 

1 1 the lock mechanism and lock button being configured such that a release of the 

12 door handle under certain conditions from its activated position initiates movement of 

13 the lock button to its locked position; 

14 the lock mechanism further includes a lever assembly for blocking the lock button 

15 from moving to the locked position of the lock button in response to a return m ovement 

16 tho quick relea6e-of the door handle from its actuated position to its rest position . 

1 2. (Currently Amended) Tho look mechanism as d efined in Claim 1 

2 A door lock mechanism for a door comprising: 

3 _ a door handle configured to be moved from a rest position to an activated 

4 position bv a user thereof: 

5 a first bias spring biasing the door handle to return to the rest position; 

6 a lock button movable at least from an unlocked position to a locked position, 

7 wherein when the lock button is in the locked position an associated door lock 

8 mechanism is locked thereby preventing the door from being opened at least from an 

9 exterior of a vehicle and wherein the lock button is configured such that when it is in an 
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10 unlocked position the lock button Is capable of be ing moved to its locked position by at 

11 least the operation of the door handle; 

12 the lock mechanism and lock button being configured such that a release of the 

13 door handle under certain conditions from Its activated posit ion initiates movement of 

14 the lock button to its locked position: 

15 the lock mechanism further includes a lever a ssembly for blocking the lock button 

16 from moving to the locked position of the lock button in response to a re turn movement 

17 of the door handle from its actuated position to its rest positions 

18 wherein the lock mechanism further includes bias means for selectively biasing 



19 the lever assembly to move toward a blocking position. 

1 3. (Currently amended) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 1 wherein the door 

2 handle is configured to rotate about a first axis and wherein the lever means is 

3 configured to rotate about a second axis r wherein the second axis is substantially 

4 perpendicular to s r i ontat e d at a dotorminablo ong l o re l ative to t he first axis. 



1 4. (Currently Amended) Tho lock mochanicm as defined in C l aim 1 

2 A door lock mechanism for a door comprising: 

3 a door handle configured to be moved from a rest positio n to an activated 

4 position bv a user thereof; 

5 a first bias spring biasing the door handle to return to the rest position; 

6 a lock button movable at least from an unlocked position to a locked position. 

7 wherein when the lock button is in the locked position an as sociated door lock 

8 mechanism is locked thereby preventing the door from being opene d at least from an 

9 exterior of a vehicle and wherein the lock button is configured such that whe n it is in an 

10 unlocked position the lock button is capable of being moved to its locked po sition bv at 

11 least the operation of the door handle: 

12 the lock mechanism and lock button being configured s uch that a release of the 

13 door handle under certain conditions from its activated position init iates movement of 

14 the lock button to its locked position; 
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15 the lock mechanism further includes a lever assembly for blocking the lock button 

16 from moving to the locked position of the lock button in response to a return movement 

17 of the door handle from its actuated position to its rest oositionf 

18 wherein the door handle is configured to rotate about a first axis and wherein the 



19 lever means is configured to rotate about a second axis, wherein the second axis is 

20 perpendicular to the first axis. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim [[1]] 3_wherein the 

2 lock button is configured to rotate about a third axis, the third axis being generally 

3 parallel to the first axis. 



1 6. (Currently Amended) Tho look mechanism ac defined in C l a i m 1 

2 A door lock mechanism for a door comprising: 

3 a door handle configured to be moved from a rest position to an activated 

4 position by a user thereof; 

5 a first bias soring biasing the door handle to return to the rest position: 

6 a lock button movable at least from an unlocked position to a locked position. 

7 wherein when the lock button is in the locked position an associated door lock 

8 mechanism is locked thereby preventing the door from being opened at least from an 

9 exterior of a vehicle and wherein the lock button is configured such that when it is in an 

10 unlocked position the lock button is capable of being moved to its locked position by at 

11 least the operation of the door handle: 

12 the lock mechanism and lock button being configured such that a release of the 

13 door handle under certain conditions from its activated position initiates movement of 

14 the lock button to its locked position: 

15 the lock mechanism further includes a lever assembly for blocking the lock button 

16 from moving to the locked position of the lock button in response to a return movement 

17 of the door handle from its actuated position to its rest positions 

1 8 including sequencing means for moving the lever assembly to a position remote 

19 from the lock button. 
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1 7. (Original) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 6 wherein the lever assembly 

2 sequencing means is configured to be moved to the remote position as the door handle 

3 returns to its rest position. 

1 8. (Currently Amended) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 6JT111 

2 further including a lock button bias means for biasing the lock button toward the 

3 lock position. 

1 9. (Original) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 1 including stop means for 

2 preventing the lever assembly from rotating beyond a desired blocking position. 

1 10. (New) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 2 including stop means for 

2 preventing the lever assembly from rotating beyond a desired blocking position. 

1 11. (New) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 4 including stop means for 

2 preventing the lever assembly from rotating beyond a desired blocking position. 

1 12. (New) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 6 including stop means for 

2 preventing the lever assembly from rotating beyond a desired blocking position. 

1 13. (New) The lock mechanism as defined in Claim 8 including stop means for 

2 preventing the lever assembly from rotating beyond a desired blocking position. 
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